
Gather for Worship

Pastor: All we like sheep have gone astray; 
  we have turned, every one, to our own way, 
People: And the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

Prayer Led by Pastor

Good Friday Tenebrae Service • April 2, 2021

Thank you for entering the sanctuary in silence tonight. 
Please turn off all cell phones and electronic devices.

Scripture Reading & Hymn

The Gospel Lesson: John 19:16-37
 16 So the soldiers took charge of Jesus. 17 Carrying his own cross, he went out to 
the place of the Skull (which in Aramaic is called Golgotha). 18 There they crucified 
him, and with him two others—one on each side and Jesus in the middle.  
 19 Pilate had a notice prepared and fastened to the cross. It read: jesus of naza-
reth, the king of the jews. 20 Many of the Jews read this sign, for the place where 
Jesus was crucified was near the city, and the sign was written in Aramaic, Latin and 
Greek. 21 The chief priests of the Jews protested to Pilate, “Do not write ‘The King of 
the Jews,’ but that this man claimed to be king of the Jews.”  
 22 Pilate answered, “What I have written, I have written.”  
 23 When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, dividing them into four 
shares, one for each of them, with the undergarment remaining. This garment was 
seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom.  
 24 “Let’s not tear it,” they said to one another. “Let’s decide by lot who will get it.”  
 This happened that the scripture might be fulfilled that said,  
 “They divided my clothes among them  
  and cast lots for my garment.” 
So this is what the soldiers did.  
 25 Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of 
Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple 
whom he loved standing nearby, he said to her, “Woman, here is your son,” 27 and to 
the disciple, “Here is your mother.” From that time on, this disciple took her into his 
home.  
 28 Later, knowing that everything had now been finished, and so that Scripture 
would be fulfilled, Jesus said, “I am thirsty.” 29 A jar of wine vinegar was there, so 
they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it 
to Jesus’ lips. 30 When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that, 
he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.  
 31 Now it was the day of Preparation, and the next day was to be a special Sabbath. 
Because the Jewish leaders did not want the bodies left on the crosses during the 
Sabbath, they asked Pilate to have the legs broken and the bodies taken down. 32 The 
soldiers therefore came and broke the legs of the first man who had been crucified 
with Jesus, and then those of the other. 33 But when they came to Jesus and found that 
he was already dead, they did not break his legs. 34 Instead, one of the soldiers pierced 
Jesus’ side with a spear, bringing a sudden flow of blood and water. 35 The man who 
saw it has given testimony, and his testimony is true. He knows that he tells the truth, 
and he testifies so that you also may believe. 36 These things happened so that the 
scripture would be fulfilled: “Not one of his bones will be broken,” 37 and, as another 
scripture says, “They will look on the one they have pierced.”

Lector: The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God.

Hymn 251: On a Hill Far Away (vv. 1-4 verses only, then the refrain)

Pastor: Rev. Timothy Valentino Lector:  Lisa Dreibelbis
Sound: Bob Long Responder:  Kaye Focht
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Jesus, Our Substitute, Meditation 1:  
The Death of Christ—It Was for Us

Romans 5:6: Christ died for the ungodly. 
Romans 5:8: Christ died for us.  
1 Corinthians 15:3: Christ died for our sins. 
2 Corinthians 5:21: God made him who knew no sin to be sin for us. 
Galatians 1:4: …who gave himself for our sins. 
Galatians 2:20: …who gave himself for me. 
Galatians 3:13: Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us. 
1 Timothy 2:6: …who gave himself as a ransom for all. 
1 Peter 2:21: Christ suffered for you. 
1 Peter 3:18: Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous.

Silent Reflection

Hymn 136: “Man of Sorrows,” What a Name (vv. 1-4 only)

Extinguish the 1st Candle
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Jesus, Our Substitute, Meditation 2:  
The Cross—A Travesty of Justice?

Isaiah 53:4-6: 
4 Surely he took up our infirmities  
 and carried our sorrows,  
yet we considered him stricken by God,  
 smitten by him, and afflicted.  
5 But he was pierced for our transgressions,  
 he was crushed for our iniquities;  
the punishment that brought us peace was upon him,  
 and by his wounds we are healed.  
6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray,  
 each of us has turned to his own way;  
and the Lord has laid on him  
 the iniquity of us all. 

Silent Reflection

Hymn 142: O Sacred Head Now Wounded (vv. 1-2 only)

Extinguish the 2nd Candle
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Jesus, Our Substitute, Meditation 3:  
The Cross—Just an Example?

1 Peter 2:21-23: To this you were called, because Christ suffered for 
you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps. “He 
committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.” When they 
hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he 
made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly.

Silent Reflection

Hymn 129: Were You There? (vv. 1-3 only)

Extinguish the 3rd Candle

Jesus, Our Substitute, Meditation 4:  
The Cross—More Than an Example

1 Peter 2:24-25: 24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so 
that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds you 
have been healed. 25 For you were like sheep going astray, but now you 
have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 

Silent Reflection

Hymn 246: There Is a Fountain Filled with Blood (vv. 1-2 only)

Extinguish the 4th Candle
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Jesus, Our Substitute, Meditation 5:  
The Cross—Where the Punishment Really Falls

John 14:9: “Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.” 
John 10:30: “I and my Father are one.” 
Matthew 1:23: …and they will call him “Immanuel”—which means,  
“God with us.” 
2 Corinthians 5:19: God was in Christ reconciling the world to himself.

Silent Reflection

Worship Song: Before the Throne of God Above

Extinguish the 5th Candle

Jesus, Our Substitute, Meditation 6:  
The Cross—God’s Instrument of Reconciliation

Hebrews 8:3: Every high priest is appointed to offer both gifts and sacrifices, 
and so it was necessary for [Jesus] also to have something to offer.

Hebrews 9:23: It was necessary, then, for the copies of the heavenly things 
to be purified with these sacrifices, but the heavenly things themselves with 
better sacrifices than these.

Silent Reflection

Hymn 78: My Jesus, I Love Thee (vv. 1-2 only)

Extinguish the 6th Candle

Before the Throne of God Above

Before the throne of God above
I have a strong and perfect Plea
A great High Priest whose name is Love
Who ever lives and pleads for me

My name is graven on His hands
My name is written on His heart
I know that while in Heaven He stands
No tongue can bid me thence depart
No tongue can bid me thence depart

When Satan tempts me to despair
And tells me of the guilt within
Upwards I look and see Him there
Who made an end to all my sin

Because the sinless Savior died
My sinful soul is counted free
For God the Just is satisfied
To look on Him and pardon me
To look on Him and pardon me

Behold Him there, the dying Lamb
My perfect spotless Righteousness
The great unchangeable I Am
The King of glory and of grace

One with Himself, I cannot die
My soul is purchased by His blood
My life is hid with Christ on high
With Christ, my Savior and my God
With Christ, my Savior and my God
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Jesus, Our Substitute, Meditation 7:  
The Death of Christ—It Is for Us

Mark 10:45: “Even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but 
to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”

2 Corinthians 5:21: God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, 
so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

Silent Reflection

Hymn 134: When I Survey the Wondrous Cross (vv. 1-4)

Extinguish the 7th Candle

The Solemn Prayers & Actions

Prayer Led by Pastor

Devotion before the Cross

Pastor: Behold the wood of the cross, on which was hung the world’s Salvation. 
People: O come, let us adore him.

Hymn 330: When Peace Like a River (vv. 1-3 only)

Nailing of the Testimonies

Depart in Silence
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