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AN AFFILIATE OF THE E.C. CHURCH

Saturday, December 24, 2023 at 7:00 p.m.

Christmas Right on Time

Galatians 4:1-7

WELCOME

Thank you for joining us tonight to celebrate our Savior's birth! We would love to serve you
and your family’s spiritual needs throughout the year. Our regular schedule is as follows:

Sunday School: 9:00 a.m. « Sunday Worship Service: 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer (by Zoom): 7.00 p.m.

Our services are livestreamed every Sunday at 10:30 a.m. Go to our church website at
https://christcomm.church/service-live-stream/ to watch the service. You can also participate
in worship by following the Sunday bulletin, which can be accessed here:
https.//christcomm.church/bulletins-and-flyers/.

SERVING TONIGHT

Lector: Kirby Keller Advent Wreath Acolyte: Stacey Marks
Responder: Pat Strain Gospel Reading Acolytes: Micah & Bethany White
Organist: Pat Shroff Narthex Greeters: Dave & Kaye Focht
Flutist: Shirley Long Nursery: Mary Ellen Angley & Aeryn Marks
Guitarist: Micah White Sound Technician: Bob Long
Trumpeter: Mel Leedom Video Technician: Andrew Valentino
Trumpeter: Sonya Valentinon Lead Pastor: Rev. Dr. Timothy Valentino

Hymn Leader: Maureen Logan

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE

Organ Recital Bring a Torch, Jeannette Isabella - Arr. Grifin Pat Shroff
Holy Night Medley - Arr. Caudill; Away in a Manger - Kirkpatrick/Innes
Emmanuel/Mary, Did You Know? - Arr. Doran; Jesu, Joy of Man's Desiring/First Noel - Arr. Caudill

Welcome & Call to Worship Rev. Timothy Valentino

Responsive Reading God with Us Congregation
*Hymn 91: 0 Come, All Ye Faithful Congregation
Lighting of the Christ Candle Stacey Marks
*Hymn 97: Hark! the Herald Angels Sing (3 verses) Congregation
Scripture Reading Isaiah 52:7-10; Luke 2:1-20 Rev. Kirby Keller
Prayer Led by Pastor Rev. Timothy Valentino
*Hymn 93: Angels We Have Heard on High Congregation
*Hymn 148: 0 Holy Night Congregation
Scripture Reading Galatians 4:1-7 Rev. Timothy Valentino
Sermon Christmas Right on Time Rev. Timothy Valentino
Hymn 113: Silent Night, Holy Night (4 verses) Congregation

Lighting of the Christmas Candles Rev. Timothy & Sonya Valentino

Worship Song (a cappeLLA) Here | Am to Worship Congregation
*Responsive Reading Christmas Declaration Congregation
*Hymn 92: Joy to the World, the Lord Is Come Congregation
*Benediction Rev. Timothy Valentino
Organ Postlude  Angels from the Reams of Glory - Smart/Adams/Torrans Pat Shroff

* Those who are able may stand.

¢ Thank you for silencing your cell phone in the sanctuary.

¢ In order that wax does not drip and burn you, please keep your lit
candle vertical as the unlit candle is tilted in to receive your flame.

e Thank you to all who purchased poinsettias to help decorate the
sanctuary. You may take yours home after tonight’s service.

e Merry Christmas to you and your family!
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Responsive Reading: God with Us

Behold, a virgin will conceive and give birth to a son,
And they will call him Immanuel—which means, “God with us.”
The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.

We have seen his glory, as of the only begotten,
who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

You who bring good tidings to Jerusalem, lift up your voice with a shout!
Do not be afraid!

Say to the towns of Judah, “Here is your God!”
Matthew 1:23; John 1:14; Isaiah 40:9

Scripture Reading: Isaiah 52:7-10

7 How beautiful on the mountains
are the feet of those who bring good news,
who proclaim peace,
who bring good tidings,
who proclaim salvation,
who say to Zion,
“Your God reigns!”
8 Listen! Your watchmen lift up their voices;
together they shout for joy.
When the Lord returns to Zion,
they will see it with their own eyes.
? Burst into songs of joy together,
you ruins of Jerusalem,
for the Lord has comforted his people,
he has redeemed Jerusalem.
"The Lord will lay bare his holy arm
in the sight of all the nations,
and all the ends of the earth will see
the salvation of our God.
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Scripture Reading: Luke 2:1-20

' And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from
Caesar Augustus, that all the world should be taxed. * (And this taxing was
first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) * And all went to be
taxed, every one into his own city. * And Joseph also went up from Galilee,
out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is
called Beth-lehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:)
5To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. ® And
so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that
she should be delivered.” And she brought forth her firstborn son, and
wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because
there was no room for them in the inn.® And there were in the same
country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock
by night.” And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory
of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. '° And
the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of
great joy, which shall be to all people. ! For unto you is born this day in
the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.'* And this shall be a
sign unto you;Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying
in a manger. " And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host praising God, and saying,
4 Glory to God in the highest,

And on earth peace,

Good will toward men.
5 And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into
heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto
Beth-lehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord
hath made known unto us. '* And they came with haste, and found Mary,
and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. 7 And when they had seen
it, they made known abroad the saying which was told them concerning
this child. 1®And all they that heard it wondered at those things which
were told them by the shepherds. 1° But Mary kept all these things, and
pondered them in her heart. *° And the shepherds returned, glorifying and
praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told
unto them.
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TEXT: John S. Dwight
MUSIC: Adolphe Adam

CANTIQUE DE NOEL
11.10.11.10.11.10.11.10.10.
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Angels We Have Heard on High 93

Silent nght' Holy Night! 113
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Worship Song: Here | Am to Worship

Light of the world

You stepped down into darkness
Opened my eyes, let me see

Beauty that made this heart adore You
Hope of a life spent with You

So, here | am to worship,

here | am to bow down

Here | am to say that You're my God
You're altogether lovely,

altogether worthy

Altogether wonderful to me

King of all days,

O so highly exalted

Glorious in heaven above
Humbly you came to the

earth you created

All for love's sake became poor

Responsive Reading: Christmas Declaration

Jesus Christ appeared in a body.

He was vindicated by the Spirit.

He was seen by angels.

He was preached among the nations.
He was believed on in the world.

He was taken up in glory.

So the kingdom of this world is become
the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ.

And He shall reign forever and ever.

King of kings and Lord of lords! Hallelujah!
1 Timothy 3:16; Revelation 11:15

92 Joy to the World! The Lord Is Come
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CHRISTMAS EVE 2023
CHRISTMAS RIGHT ON TIME

Galatians 4:1-7

God wanted so much for us to become part of his
family that he became part of ours.

CHRISTMAS took place because humanity had a serious problem. (4:1-3)
Spiritually, we were like children with no maturity or authority. (4:1-2)

Spiritually, we were like slaves with no freedom or status. (4:3)

CHRISTMAS took place because humanity was ready for the solution. (4:4-5)
God sent his virgin-born Son at just the right time in history. (4:4)

God sent his virgin-born Son to rescue the world from its serious problem. (4:5)

CHRISTMAS took place because humanity was made to enjoy being in God’s family. (4:6-7)
We have the Spirit of God’s Son in our hearts. (4:6)

We have the honor of God’s inheritance as our destiny. (4:7)



