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The Painful Burden of Guilt

“As you look back on your life, how do
you feel about the life you’ve lived?”

“A Restored Priesthood” by Greg Strain

“If ife had a second edition, | would
correct the proofs.”

John Clair

“Church! Why would | ever go there?
| was already feeling terrible about

myself. They’d just make me feel
worse.”

A prostitute, as quoted by Philip Yancey
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A Brief Background on Zechariah

Zechariah prophesied about 520 B.C.
“Rebuild the temple!”
Rich in apocalyptic imagery

= Strong admonitions...

= Spiritual encouragement...

= Future hope and glory...
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The accused—Joshua (3:1a)
The accuser—Satan (3:1b)
The advocate—the LORD (3:2)
The assessment—qguilty (3:3)

The assurance—purification (3:4-5)

-

The admonition—obey the Lord (3:6-7)
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Portraits of the Coming One (3:8-9a)
He will be the Servant (3:8b)
He will be the Branch (3:8c)

He will be the Stone (3:9a)
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Provisions of the Coming One (3:9b-10)

He will bring widespread
salvation (3:9b)

He will bring genuine
fellowship (3:10a)

He will bring eternal peace
and prosperity (3:10b)
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The Victory: The Final High Priest (3:8-10)

The final high priest who accomplishes
all this is none other than Jesus Christ.

“My dear children, | write this to you
so that you will not sin. But if anybody
does sin, we have one who speaks to
the Father in our defense—Jesus
Christ, the Righteous One. He is the '
atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not @ *<
only for ours but also for the sins of &
the whole world.” (1 John 2:1-2)




When God 1s your advocate, all charges
against you will be dropped.
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In the presence of a holy God, even the
most righteous human being is stained.

Were it not for the heavenly advocate,
everyone would be condemned for all
eternity.

God cleanses his people on the basis o_f'
his grace, not on the basis of their
merit.
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LLessons from God’s Courtroom

God not only cleanses his people from
their sin, but he also gives them his own
righteousness.

God gives his people a new spiritual s
beauty, and his desire is that they livein
that beauty. |

Believers live in both joy and hum|I|ty, ;
for they are “burning sticks snatched &
from the fire.” /4 i




LLessons from God’s Courtroom

God doesn’t hold your past against you
because he held it against his Son on

the cross.




The Permanent Banishment of Guilt




The Permanent Banishment of Guilt

The word “guilt” appears in 102 verses
in the Old Testament. It appears in only
7 verses in the New Testament. That’s
because there’s a cross and an empty
tomb between the two testaments!




When God 1s your advocate, all charges
against you will be dropped.



Case Dismissed
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